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A SHORT  ACCOUNT,  &c. 


The  enemies  of  this  unfortunate  prince, 
thinking  it  neceflary  to  make  him  odious, 
before  they  could  venture,  powerful  as  they 
were,  to  murder  him,  reprefented  him  to 
the  people  as  a tyrant ; as  one,  wbofe  con - 
jlant  endeavour  it  had  been , to  objlruct , retar dy 
or  dejlroy  their  liberty.  If  indeed  this  cha- 
radfer  had  belonged  to  him,  though  his 
condemnation  would  hill  have  been  unjuft, 
by  their  own  laws  which  they  had  fworn 
to  obferve,  there  would  be  lefs  reafon  to  re- 
gret him  ; he  might  have  fallen  wrongfully, 
but  not  innocent.  But  if  he  was,  in  all 
things,  the  very  reverfe  of  that  defcription ; 
if  he  was  of  a mild  and  generous  difpofition, 
ready  at  all  times  to  make  any  facrifice, 
B however 
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however  great,  for  the  good  of  his  people ; 
if  he  made  fuch  facrifices  willingly,  when 
no  men  had  the  power  to  force  him ; if  he 
was,  in  all  fituations,  anxious  for  their  fafe- 
ty,  carelefs  of  his  own,  unwilling  that  a 
fingle  drop  of  blood  fhould  be  filed  on  his 
account,  even  in  the  moft  juft  defence  ; if 
this  was  his  true  character,  and  can  be 
proved  by  all  the  aft  ions  of  his  reign,  the 
hateful  name  of  Tyrant  muft  belong  moft 
properly  to  them  who,  in  defiance  of  all 
juftice,  dared  to  brand  him  with  it. 

As  we  have  heard,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  troubles  of  his  kingdom  in  1789,  that 
he  gave  way  on  almoft  every  occafion  ; and 
fometimes  to  demands  fo  very  extravagant, 
that  it  might  naturally  be  thought  no  king 
would  ever  have  aflented  to  them,  it  has 
been  generally  fuppofed,  till  lately,  that  he 
was  weak  and  timid.  In  this  refpeft,  the 
dreadful  clofe  of  his  mild  reign  and  blame- 
lefs  life  has  but  too  fully  juftified  him.  He 

has 
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has  difplayed,  at  this  period,  a courage  not 
to  be  fhaken  by  the  moft  tremendous  fix- 
ations, a prefence  of  mind  not  to  be  put 
off  its  guard  by  the  moft  enfnaring  queftions. 
Knowing  this,  we  now  find  it  neceflary 
to  believe,  that  every  facrifice  he  made  of 
his  own  interefts,  rights,  and  happinefs, 
was  made  fincerely,  though  not  always  pru- 
dently, with  the  hope  of  giving  happinefs 
to  all  his  people. 

To  give  a general  view  of  the  character 
of  this  worthy  monarch,  this  good-hearted 
confcientious  man,  we  may  ufe  the  words 
of  thofe  who  knew  him  beft.  M.  Necker, 
for  feven  years  his  minifter,  and  part  of  the 
time  forced  upon  him,  in  a way  which 
could  produce  no  great  affeftion  between 
them,  thus  writes  of  him  : — “ I doubt  whe- 
ther among  the  public  men,  alas  ! now  left 
alive,  there  is  one  who  had  more  means 
of  knowing  him  than  myfelf ; not  only  be- 
caufe  I ferved  him  feven  years,  but  alfo, 
B 2 becaufe 
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becaufe  the  nature  of  my  miniftry  obliged 
me  to  fubmit  to  him  the  greatefi:  number  of 
affairs:  and  1 here  declare,  to  the  face  of 
his  enemies,  and  in  all  the  fincerity  of  my 
heart,  that  I have  never  objerved,  that  I have 
never  feen , even  by  furprife , in  this  monarch 
treated  with  fuch  cruelty,  a Jingle  voluntary 
movement , a Jingle  Jentiment  derived  Jrom  his 
own  Jouly  and  properly  his  own , which  was  not 
exactly  conjormable  to  the  lazvs  oj  morality  and 
honour  ; and  which  did  not  dijplay  to  an  atten- 
tive objeixer  his  dejire  oj  dohig  good , his  com- 
PaJflonJor  the  people , the  natural  JweetneJs  and 
moderation  oj  his  temper.  Let  the  teftimony 
of  a man  be  believed,  who  though  long 
about  the  King,  is  now  connected  with  him 
neither  by  gratitude  nor  hope.  I never 
fuffered  him  to  gratify  himfelf  by  beftow- 
ing  on  me  a favour,  and  I am  now  retired 
for  ever  from  the  world.” — RefeStions  pre-. 
Jentees  a la  Nation  Francaije , p.  17. 
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But  the  evidence  of  a violent  Revolu- 
tionift,  and  determined  enemy  to  the  royal 
power,  may  alfo  be  produced  in  favour  of 
Louis  XVI.  The  teftimony  of  one  who,  as 
he  hated  the  authority,  would  probably 
have  hated  alfo  the  perfon  of  the  King, 
could  he  have  difcovered  in  his  character 
any  thing  to  juftify  fuch  an  enmity.  This 
is  M.  Rabaud  de  St.  Etienne,  author  of  a 
Republican  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution  of 
France. 

In  June  1789,  when  the  Duke  de  Liancourt 
went  in  private  to  the  King,  to  perfuade 
him  to  difmifs  the  troops  which  then  fur- 
rounded  Paris,  he  fucceeded,  by  reprefent- 
ing  to  him  the  mifery  and  {laughter  likely 
to  be  produced  by  violent  meafures.  On 
this  occafion,  M.  Rabaud  thus  exprefles 
himfelf  in  his  hiftory  : **  All  that  Louis 

requires  is  to  have  counfellors  who  are 
worthy  of  his  heart,  that  heart  naturally 
inclined  to  benevolence/'  In  another  pafiage 
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he  defcribes  him  in  thefe  words : “ A Prince, 
whofe  manners  were  naturally  fimple  and 
correct,  who  took  no  delight  in  pomp, 
whofe  wants  were  limited,  and  who  had  710 
other  wifh  than  to  fee  his  people  happy After 
defcribing  the  King's  flight,  his  being  taken 
at  Varennes,  and  brought  back  a prifoner 
to  Paris,  the  fame  hiftoriaa  thus  fpeaks  of 
him.  “ The  King  declared,  among  other 
tilings,  that  his  intention  had  been  to  go  to 
Montmedy  (a  French  town  on  the  frontier), 
in  order  to  prove  to  all  the  world  that  he 
was  free ; to  fecure  the  kingdom  from 
foreign  invafion,  by  a vigilant  attention  to 
the  frontiers,  and  to  vifit  every  place  where 
he  might  confider  his  prefence  to  be  ne- 
ceflary."  “ Several,"  he  adds,  “ were  con- 
vinced of  the  fincerity  of  the  King,  to  whom 
no  fcheme  hath  ever  been  propofed , which  was 
not  calculated  to  inter  eft  his  heart.  His  ad- 
vifers  would  not  have  prefumed  to  own  to  him , 
that  he  was  going  to  make  war  upon  his  people 

Many 
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Many  more  teftimonies  from  very  com- 
petent and  refpeclable  witneffes,  fuch  as 
M.  Lally  Tollendal,  &c.  might  eafily  be 
collected;  but  this  extorted  by  the  mere 
force  of  truth  from  an  enemy  to  Royalty, 
muft  be  more  convincing  than  a thoufand 
others,  which  might  perhaps  be  fufpedted 
of  partiality. 

But  of  all  proofs,  thofe  drawn  from  fa6ts 
are  mod  decifive.  A fhort  {ketch,, there- 
fore, of  fuch  actions  of  the  reign  of 
Louis  XVI.  as  mark  beyond  a doubt  his 
genuine  difpofition  and  character,  will 
refute,  and  put  to  everlafting  fhame,  the 
malice  of  thofe  enemies  who  have  defcribed 
him  by  the  name  of  Tyrant . A tyrant 

whofe  whole  reign  confided  of  endeavours 
to  relieve  the  fufferings  of  his  people,  and 
of  facrifices  to  comply  with  their  defires ! 

Louis  XVI.  fucceeded  to  the  crown  of  his 
grandfather  Louis  XV.  in  1774,  at  the  age 
of  twenty.  His  firft  feelings  and  conduct. 
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on  coming  to  tlie  throne,  proved  th£  inte- 
grity and  candour  of  his  mind.  Inftead  of 
being  intoxicated,  as  youth  might  naturally 
be,  with  fuch  an  elevation,  he  was  only 
ftruck  with  dread  and  diffidence  at  the 
weight  of  duties  belonging  to  his  crown. 
In  the  firft  edi<5t  of  his  reign  this  feel- 
ing was  thus  exprefied:  “ Seated  on  the 
throne,  to  which  it  has  pleafed  God  to  raile 
me,  I truft  his  goodnefs  will  fupport  my 
youth,  and  guide  me  to  the  means  by  which 
I may  make  my  people  happy.39  In  the  fame 
edi6t  he  declared,  what,  to  the  lafl  moment 
of  his  life,  his  actions  proved,  “ that  for  the 
fake  of  his  people,  no  facrifice  would  ever  feem 
to  him  too  great 39  £Edicl,  June  1774.] 

His  father,  the  Dauphin,  who  died  in 
3765*  has  long  been  juftly  celebrated,  as  a 
man  of  fingular  virtue  and  religious  good- 
nefs. While  he  lived  he  attended  mod 
ftridlly  to  the  education  of  his  children,  and 
to  the  care  of  filling  them  with  pious  and 
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benevolent  difpofitions.  Louis  XVI.  though 
he  had  fo  early  loft  this  excellent  father,  loft 
not  the  refpedf  due  to  his  great  goodnefs ; 
and  one  of  the  firft  minifters  appointed  by 
him  was  M.  du  Muy,  whom  his  father  had 
ftrongly  recommended.  The  others  were 
fuch  as  only  a virtuous  Prince  would  choofe, 
men  known  to  the  public  for  their  talents, 
or  particularly  diftinguifhed  by  popular 
favour.  Of  thefe,  M.  Turgot,  whom  he 
long  honoured  with  the  name  of  Friend , was 
in  his  heart  a democrat ; M.  de  Mirofmenil 
was  then  actually  in  banifhment  for  oppo- 
fition  to  the  court. 

His  reign  was  immediately  marked  by 
a6ts  of  juftice  and  utility.  The  purpofe  of 
an  edi6t  in  November  of  the  fame  year  1774, 
was  to  lower  the  price  of  corn,  by  making 
the  circulation  of  it  within  the  kingdom 
more  eafy.  His  next  ftep  was  to  recal  the 
Parlemens,  or  chief  courts  of  juftice  through- 
out the  kingdom,  which  Louis  XV.  had 
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lately  banifhed  for  oppofition  to  his  mea- 
fures;  but  Louis  XVI.  haftened  to  fhow 
that  he  preferred  juftice  to  power  : On  the 
3d  of  January  177  5 he  abolifhed  the  oppref- 
five  mode  of  collecting  taxes,  by  confoii- 
dating  a certain  fum  upon  a certain  diftridh 
by  which  the  honeft  and  induftrious  had  been 
forced  to  pay  for  the  idle  and  dilhoneft. 
About  the  fame  time  fome  wicked  people, 
who  found  their  private  intereft  hurt  by 
his  regulations  concerning  corn,  contrived, 
by  various  arts,  to  ftir  up  infurredlions. 
Here  the  goodnefs  of  the  King  was  ftrik- 
inglydifplayed.  His  proclamations  were  full 
of  affe&ion  and  mercy ; and  when  he  fent 
M.  Turgot  to  Paris,  to  quell  the  tumult 
there,  his  words  were  fuch  as  were  much 
celebrated  then,  and  deferve  for  ever  to  be 
remembered  : “ Go,  my  friend/'  faid  he> 

**  whoever  has  a confcience  as  clear  as  yours 
and  mine,  can  have  no  fear  of  men/’ 


The 


C 11  n 

% 

The  formidable  power  of  ifluing  the 
letires  de  catchet  he  entrufted  to  the  moft 
upright  magiftrate  that  could  be  found, 
and  one  moft  famous  for  perfevering  op- 
pofition  to  oppreffive  meafures,  M.  de  Ma- 
lefherbes.  At  the  fame  time  he  can  fed  an 
entire  reform  to  be  made  in  the  ftate- 
prifons,  and  fet  at  liberty  all  perfons  unjuftly 
confined;  and  fo  little  was  he  inclined  to 
any  harfhnefs  of  that  kind,  that  many  years 
after,  when  the  Baftile  was  deftroyed,  there 
were  found  in  it  only  fix  prifoners.  Louis 
endeavoured  next  to  abolilh  the  flavifh  right 
of  perfonal  fervice,  exacted  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  land  from  their  tenants,  under 
the  old  laws.  But  here  his  benevolent 
defigns  were  defeated,  by  the  very  parlemens 
he  had  fo  lately  recalled  from  baniftiment. 
On  the  failure  of  this  meafure,  his  minifter, 
Turgot,  was  obliged  to  refign;  and  M.  de 
Malefherbes  requefted  his  difmiffion  alfo ; 
but  the  King  very  ftrongly  refitted  the  de- 
C 2 parture 
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parture  of  this  worthy  man.  When  he 
ftill  perfifted  in  defiring  it,  and  alledged  as 
his  reafon,  “ that  he  found  it  impoffible  to 
do  good  “ Well,  Sir,"  replied  the  King, 
i(  muft  I then  alfo  refign  my  place  evi- 
dently meaning,  that  as  he  could  not  give 
lip  his  throne  on  account  of  fuch  difappoint- 
xnents,  it  was  the  duty  of  an  honeft  man  to 
fhare  them  .with  him,  and  to  bear  his  part 
in  thofe  mortifications  and  difficulties  which 
it  was  impoffible  for  his  Sovereign  to  avoid. 

Though  baffled  in  this  firft  attempt  to  give 
freedom  to  the  peafants  of  his  kingdom, 
Louis  did  not  ceafe  to  purfue  an  objedt  fo 
defirable  to  a feeling  mind.  In  1779  he 
abolifhed  Servitude  in  all  the  royal  do- 
mains; and  though  he  had  found  it  imprac- 
ticable to  force  them  to  it,  he  invited  all 
proprietors  of  land  to  follow  his  example. 
About  the  fame  time  he  began  to  eftablifh 
provincial  aflemblies  throughout  France,  for 
the  regulation  of  taxes,  and  other  matters, 

which. 
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which,  till  then,  had  been  managed,  arbi- 
trarily and  oppreffively,  by  the  officers  of  an 
abfolute  crown.  By  the  aid  of  thefe  affem- 
blies  he  gradually  obtained  his  great  objeft, 
the  abolition  of  perfonal  fervitude,  and  other 
oppreffive  cuftoms. 

In  17S0  he  put  an  end  for  ever  to  the  in- 
human practice,  fo  long  a difgrace  to  the 
French  law,  called  the  Preparatory  Quejlion : 
by  which  was  meant  the  torturing  of  per- 
fons  accufed,  before  trial,  to  make  them 
confefs  the  crimes  laid  to  their  charge.  In 
this  horrid  cuftom  the  innocent  had  been  of 
courfe  confounded  with  the  guilty.  One 
fuch  aft  of  iuftice  and  humanity,  in  his 
reign  of  an  abfolute  monarch,  might  furely 
have  excufed  much  greater  faults  than 
Louis  ever  had. 

A11  arbitrary  and  ^oppreffive  tax,  called 
the  TaiHe,  was  by  him  lightened,  and  con- 
fined to  a fixed  regulation.  The  eftablifh- 

o 

ments  of  the  Royal  Hofpitals  were  by  him 
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made  effectual  for  the  relief  of  the  poor: 
and  new  inftitutions  of  that  kind  were 
founded ; as  were  alfo  free-fchools  of  va- 
rious kinds  for  inftruclion  in  matters  moft 
important  to  the  public  welfare.  In  a word, 
wherever  we  turn  our  eyes  throughout 
France  or  her  colonies,  during  the  reign  of 
this  good  King,  we  find  his  benevolent 
heart  exerting  itfelf  to  deftroy  abufes,  put 
an  end  to  opprefilon,  and  eftablifh  ufeful 
regulations. 

In  1787,  the  calling  together  of  the 
Notables,  or  eminent  men  of  the  country, 
to  deliberate  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  was 
the  a6t  of  his  wifh,  in  imitation  of  the 
patriotic  King  Henry  IV.  From  this  a6l 
he  conceived  fuch  hopes,  unfortunately  falfe 
ones,  of  public  advantage,  that  on  the  day 
after  he  had  iffued  his  edict  for  that  pur- 
pcfe,  he  wrote  to  his  minifter  thefe  words, 
with  his  own  hand : “ I know  not  how 
you  may  have  pafled  the  night,  but  for  my 

part, 
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part,  I have  not  once  been  able  to  clofe  my 
eyes  for  joy/' 

Finally,  the  propofal  of  affembling  the 
States  General,  which  unhappily  brought 
on  his  ruin,  was  at  firft  his  own  free  act, 
for  the  fake  of  giving  relief  and  fatisfadtion 
to  his  people*.  Throughout  the  tumults 
that  enfued,  it  is  well  known  with  what  an 
air  of  entire  fincerity  and  truth,  he  con- 
ftantly,  in  private  and  in  public,  declared 
himfelf  ready  to  make  any  facrifice  for  his 
people's  happinefs  ; how  he  refufed  to  fly 
at  times  of  greateft  danger,  when  all  who 
fhould  have  guarded  him  had  fled,  left  he 
fhould  occafion  the  beginning  of  a civil 
war  ; and  laftly,  when  he  was  at  length 
perfuaded  to  fly,  for  the  reafons  mentioned 

* At  the  meeting  of  the  States,  fome  of  his  expreflions  well 
reprefented  the  feelings  of  his  heart,  “ Come faid  he  to  his 
people,  “ partake  of  my  power,  and  give  me  more  of  your  loved* 
In  another  part  of  his  fpeech  he  faid,  “ I am  the  heft  friend  of 
my  people on  which  the  audience  fhouted,  “ We  believe  it, 
and  return  your  friendjh  ip”  Alas,  how  dreadful  the  return 
they  were  ere  long  to  make ! 
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above,  how  he  absolutely  refufed  to  be  de- 
fended by  the  lofs  of  any  lives.  In  Auguft 
1789,  he  was  Solemnly  proclaimed,  Rejlorer 
of  the  Liberty  of  France  ; a title  which  might 
have  proved  as  glorious  to  the  nation  as  to 
him,  had  his  people  been  as  Sincere  in  their 
defire  of  true  liberty,  as  he  was  in  his  with 
to  fee  them  free  and  happy. 

This  man,  to  whom  the  whole  French 
nation  was  thus  bound  by  innumerable  ties 
of  gratitude,  who  tried  all  means  to  make 
his  people  good,  and  great,  and  happy, 
this  was  he  whom,  after  enfnaring  him 
with  a promife  and  a Solemn  oath,  that 
his  perfon  Should  be  inviolable  and  facred, 
which  when  claimed  for  him  they  laughed 
at,  they  dared  to  brand  with  the  name  of 
Tyrant,  and  without  being  able  to  prove 
a Single  crime  againft  him,  to  murder  on  a 
fcaffold,  the  fame  men  being  his  accufers, 
perfecutors,  judges,  and  executioners. 
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Gracious  heaven ! to  what  extravagance 
of  wickednefs  will  the  paflions  of  men  hurry 
them,  when  not  reftrained  by  moral  virtue 
or  religion!  Thefe  dreadful  fcenes  of  injus- 
tice and  cruelty  are  a difgrace  to  human  na- 
ture, and  Should  be  taken  as  a warning  by 
all  men,  as  long  as  the  world  may  laft,  to 
beware  for  their  own  fakes,  for  the  fake  of 
humanity,  how,  under  the  name  of  being 
made  free,  they  confent  to  be  made  licen- 
tious. In  thefe  kingdoms  particularly, 
where  we  are  already  truly  free  ; where  we 
have  long  felt,  and  known,  and  juftly  boaft- 
ed  that  we  are  fo,  where,  by  being  fo,  we 
have  long  been  rendered  profperous  and 
happy ; it  is  a proof  of  the  moft  profligate 
depravity  to  indulge  or  excite  difcontent, 
under  the  pretence  of  a wrant  of  liberty  ; 
or  to  teach  and  encourage  opinions  which 
lead  directly  and  unavoidably  to  fuch  hor- 
rors, as  a man  of  any  goodnefs  or  any  feel- 
ing cannot  bear  to  think  of, 
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As  the  will  of  this  much-injured  King 
contains  the  ftrongeft  picture  of  the  purity 
of  his  foul,  who  in  the  folitude  of  his 
gloomy  prifon  could  defcend  into  his  own 
heart,  and,  examining  his  confcience,  with 
calm  refignation,  in  the  prefence  of  his  God 
alone,  declare  that  “ knowingly  he  never 
had  offended  any  man/'  it  is  herefubjoined. 
It  feems  ftrange  that  his  tyrannical  perfe- 
cutors  fhould  have  fuffered  the  publication 
of  fo  affecting  a teftimony  for  him : but  its 
authenticity  is  certain. 


THE 
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THE  WILL  OF  LOUIS  XVI. 


WRITTEN  BY  HIMSELF, 


In  the  name  of  the  moft  Holy  Trinity, 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghofi:.  This  21ft 
day  of  December,  1792,  I Louis,  Sixteenth 
of  the  name.  King  of  France,  having  been 
now  for  upwards  of  four  months  confined 
with  my  family  in  the  Tower  of  the  Temple 
at  Paris,  by  thofe  who  had  been  my  fubjects  ; 
deprived  of  every  communication  whatever, 
even  (fince  the  nth  of  this  month)  with 
my  own  family  ; and  befides,  being  involved 
in  a criminal  profecution,  of  which  it  is  im- 
poffible,  confidering  the  pafiions  of  men,  to 
forefee  the  event,  and  for  which  no  exifting 
law  can  furnilh  any  pretext  or  precedent ; 
having  no  witnefs  to  my  thoughts,  no  one 
D 2 to 


( 20  ) 

to  whom  I may  addrefs  myfelf  but  God 
alone  ; here  in  his  prefence,  do  declare  my 
laft  will,  my  laft  fentiments. 

To  God,  my  creator,  I leave  my  foul, 
which  I pray  him  to  receive  into  his  mercy, 
and  not  to  judge  by  its  own  merits,  but  by 
thofe  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  offered 
himfelf  a facrifice  to  God  his  father  for  us 
men,  how  unworthy  foever ; and  for  me, 
the  moft  unworthy.  I die  in  union  with 
our  mother,  the  holy  Roman,  Catholic,  and 
Apoftolic  Church,  whofe  powers  are  de- 
rived in  an  uninterrupted  fucceflion  from  St. 
Peter,  to  whom  Jefus  Chrift  had  confided 
them.  I firmly  believe,  and  profefs  all 
that  is  contained  in  the  commandments  of 
God  and  the  church  ; in  the  facraments  and 
myfteries,  as  they  are  now  taught,  and  ever 
have  been  taught  by  her : I never  have  pre- 
tended to  conftitute  myfelf  a judge,  in  the 
different  modes  of  explaining  the  doctrines 
which  divide  the  church  of  Jefus  Chrift,  but 

have 
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have  ever  fubmitted,  and  if  God  fhall  grant 
me  life,  will  ever  fubmit  to  the  decifions 
which  the  ecclefiaftical  fuperiors,  in  union 
with  the  holy  Catholic  church,  have  pro- 
nounced, or  fhall  pronounce,  in  conformity 
with  the  difcipline  of  the  church,  followed 
from  the  days  of  Jefus  Chrift.  From  my 
whole  heart  I lament  thofe  of  our  brethren 
who  may  be  in  error ; but  I prefume  not  to 
judge  them ; nor  do  I the  lefs,  according  to 
the  dictates  of  Chriftian  charity,  love  them 
all  in  Jefus  Chrift.  I befeecli  of  God  to  par- 
don all  my  fins.  I have  fcrupuloufly  en- 
deavoured to  know  them,  to  deteft  them, 
and  to  humble  myfelf  in  his  prefence.  Not 
being  able  to  obtain  the  afiiftance  of  a Ca- 
tholic prieft,  I pray  God  to  accept  the  con- 
feflion  which  I have  made  of  them  to  him ; 
and  above  all,  my  deep  repentance  for 
having  (though  againft  my  will)  fubfcri- 
bed  my  name  to  acts,  which  may  be  con- 
trary to  the  difcipline  and  faith  of  the  Ca- 
tholic 
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tholic  church,  to  which,  in  my  heart,  I have 
ever  remained  fincerely  united.  I pray  God 
to  accept  my  firm  refolution,  fhould  he 
grant  me  life,  to  profit  as  foon  as  poffible  of 
the  miniftry  of  a Catholic  priefl,  to  accufe 
myfelf  of  all  my  fins,  and  receive  the  facra- 
ment  of  penance  : I intreat  all  thofe  whom 

I may  by  inadvertence  have  offended,  for 
I cannot  recollect  that  knowingly  I ever  have 
offended  any  oney  and  all  thofe  to  whom  I 
may  have  given  bad  examples,  or  offence  of 
confcience,  to  pardon  me  the  evil  which  they 
think  I may  have  done  them. 

I befeech  all  thofe  who  have  charity,  to 
unite  their  prayers  with  mine,  to  obtain  from 
God  the  pardon  of  my  fins. 

From  my  whole  heart  I forgive  thofe  who, 
without  any  caufe  given  them  by  me,  have 
made  themfelves  my  enemies ; and  I pray  to 
God  to  pardon  them,  as  well  as  thofe,  who 
through  falfe  or  misguided  zeal  have  done 
me  much  injury.  . - - 


Ire- 


I recommend  to  God,  my  wife,  my  chil- 
dren, my  filler,  my  aunts,  my  brothers, 
and  all  thofe  who  are  conne6led  with  me  by 
the  ties  of  blood,  or  in  any  other  manner 
whatfoever. 

I particularly  implore  the  Almighty  to 
look  with  an  eye  of  mercy  on  my  wife,  my 
children,  and  my  filler,  who  for  a long 
time  have  been  fullering  with  me;  and  if 
they  fhould  lofe  me,  to  fupport  them  by 
his  grace,  as  long  as  they  remain  in  this 
perishable  world.  I recommend  my  chil- 
dren to  my  wife.  Of  her  maternal  ten- 
dernefs  for  them  I have  never  doubted. 
Above  all,  I recommend  to  her  to  make 
them  good  Chrillians,  and  truly  virtuous: 
to  teach  them  to  regard  the  grandeurs  of 
this  world  (mould  they  be  condemned  to 
try  them)  as  dangerous  and  tranfitory  ad- 
vantages, and  to  fix  their  eyes  on  the  only 
true  and  lading  glories  of  eternity.  I 
intreat  my  lifter  to  be  pleafed  to  continue 

her 


her  tendernefs  to  my  children,  and  to  be  to 
them  a mother,  fhould  they  have  the  mis- 
fortune to  Iofe  their  own. 

I intreat  my  wife  to  forgive  me  all  the 
evils  which  (lie  fuffers  on  my  account,  and 
the  vexations  I may  have  given  her  in  the 
courfe  of  our  union ; as  fhe  may  be  affured 
that  I remember  nothing  againft  her,  if  file 
fhould  have  imagined  that  there  is  any 
thing  with  which  she  fhould  reproach  her- 
felf. 

I very  earneftly  recommend  to  my  chil- 
dren, next  to  their  duty  to  God,  which  they 
ought  to  prefer  to  every  thing,  to  remain 
always  united  to  each  other,  fubmiffive,  and 
obedient  to  their  mother,  and  grateful  for 
all  the  cares  fhe  beftows  on  them  for  their 
own  fakes,  and  in  remembrance  of  me. 

I intreat  them  to  confider  my  fitter  as  a 
fecond  mother.  I recommend  to  my  fon,  if 
he  fhould  have  the  misfortune  to  become 
king,  to  remember,  that  he  owes  himfelf  en- 
tirely 
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tirely  to  thehappinefs  of  his  fellow-citizens  ; 
that  he  ought  to  forget  all  hatred,  and  all 
relentment,  and  efpecially  whatever  relates 
to  the  misfortunes  and  miferies  which  I ex- 
perience ; that  he  cannot  diet'd  the  happinefs 

of  the  people,  but  by  reigning  according  to 

/ 

the  laws ; but,  at  the  fame  time,  that  a king 
cannot  make  the  laws  refpeCted,  and  do  the 
good  which  his  heart  wifhes,  but  in  propor- 
tion as  he  has  the  neceflary  authority  ; and 
that  without  this,  being  fettered  in  his  ope- 
rations, and  infpiring  no  refpe6t,  he  is  more 
injurious  than  ufeful.  I recommend  to  my 
fon  to  take  care  of  all  the  perlons  who  have 
been  attached  to  me,  as  far  as  his  fituation 
fhall  give  him  the  means  ; to  remember  that 
this  is  a facred  debt  which  I have  contracted 
towards  the  children  or  relations  of  thofe  who 
have  perifhed  for  me ; and  next,  towards  thofe 
who  have  fallen  into  mifery  on  my  account. 
I know  that  there  are  many  of  thofe  who 
were  about  my  per  fon,  who  have  not  con- 
E duCted 
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dueled  themfelves  towards  me  as  they 
ought,  and  who  have  even  {hewn  me  ingra- 
titude ; but  I forgive  them  ; often,  in  mo- 
ments  of  trouble  and  turbulence,  a man  is 
not  mafter  of  himfelf ; and  I intreat  my  fon, 
if  he  fhould  have  the  power  to  punifh,  to 
remember  only  their  misfortunes.  I could 
wifh  to  be  able  to  teftify  my  gratitude  to 
thofe  who  have  difplayed  a true  and  dif- 
interefted  attachment  to  me.  If,  on  the  one 
hand,  I was  fenfibly  affedted  by  the  in- 
gratitude and  difloyalty  of  perfons  to  whom 
I had  never  adted  but  with  kindnefs,  as 
well  to  themfelves,  as  to  their  relations  or 
friends ; on  the  other,  I have  had  the  confo- 
lation  of  feeing  the  voluntary  attachment  and 
intereft  which  many  perfons  have  {hewn  to 
me.  I intreat  them  to  accept  of  my  thanks : 
in  the  fituation  in  which  things  ftill  are,  I 
fhould  be  afraid  of  bringing  them  intodanger 
were  I to  fpeak  more  explicitly ; but  I re- 
commend particularly  to  my  fon  to  feek 

every 
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every  opportunity  of  being  able  to  difcover 
them. 

I fhould,  however,  conceive  that  I did  in-* 
jufticeto  the  fentiments  of  the  nation,  if  I 
did  not  openly  recommend  to  my  fonMefTrs* 
de  Chamilly  and  Hu  ; who  were  induced  by 
their  fincere  attachment  to  {hut  themfelvea 
up  with  hie  in  this  mournful  abode,  at  the 
rifk  of  becoming  the  unhappy  victims  of 
that  attachment.  I alfo  recommend  to  him 
Cleri,  with  whofe  attention  I have  had  every 
reafon  to  be  fatisfied  fince  he  has  been  with 
me.  As  it  is  he,  who  has  remained  with  me 
to  the  lall,  I requeft  Mefl'rs.  of  the  Common 
Council  to  deliver  him  my  clothes,  my 
books,  my  watch,  my  purfe,  and  the  other 
little  effefts  which  have  been  depofited  at 
the  Common  Council  Chamber. 

I alfo  moll  willingly  forgive  thofe  who 
guarded  me,  for  the  ill-treatment  and  harfli- 
nefs  which  they  thought  it  their  duty  to 
ufe  towards  me.  I have  found  fome  feeling 

and 
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and  compaffionate  fouls ; may  they  enjoy  the 
heart-felt  tranquillity  which  their  mode  of 
thinking  ought  to  give  them. 

I intreat  Meffrs.  de  Malefherbes,  Tron- 
and  Defeze,  to  receive  here  my  utmoft 
thanks,  and  the  affurance  of  my  fenfibility, 
for  all  the  care,  and  all  the  pains,  which 
they  took  for  me. 

I conclude  by  declaring,  before  God,  and 
ready  to  appear  in  his  prefence,  that  I do 
not  reproach  myfelf  with  any  of  the  crimes 
wftich  are  alledged  againft  me. 

Done  in  duplicate,  at  the  Tower  of  the 
Temple,  December  25,  1 792. 

(Signed)  LOUIS, 

(A  true  copy.) 

Baud rais,  Municipal  Officer. 
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